Summary of Recommended Amendments 

to the Belem Framework for Action

Proposed by the CSO Womens' Caucus

2 December 2009  

	Paragraph/

Item
	Line 
	Proposed Amendment 

	2
	6
	Add the sentence, “We also reaffirm that education is a key tool to achieve gender and social justice.” at the end of the paragraph. 

	3
	6
	Delete the phrase “the world has been hit by an unprecedented economic and financial crisis” and change it to “the world has been hit by  multiple crises (food, fuel, finance, climate, conflicts, etc...)”

	4
	5

7

10 

11
	Delete the word “necessary” 

Rephrase the phrase “...build equitable, tolerant, and sustainable societies” with “build equitable, diverse and sustainable societies with social and gender justice perspective.”

Delete “and”

Add “and CEDAW” after the phrase “sustainable development” 

	6
	1

2

6

9

13

16
	Add “and learning” to the phrase “adult education” (“adult education and learning”)

Add the phrase “as well as human rights, poverty eradication, and gender justice perspectives” after the phrase “a lifelong and life-wide learning perspective” (a lifelong and life-wide learning as well as human rights poverty eradication, and gender justice perspective)

Change sentence to the following: (a) implementing integrated adult learning and education policies within frameworks of  lifelong learning, human rights, and poverty eradication. 

Change sentence to the following: (b) designing specific and concrete action plans for adult learning and education which are integrated with EFA, UNLD, MDG, CEDAW and the Beijing Declaration as well as other national and regional development plans. 

Change sentence to: (d) establishing comprehensive coordination mechanisms, which include monitoring committees involving all stakeholders active in adult learning and education. 

Change sentence to: (e) developing or improving structures and mechanisms for the recognition, validation and accreditation of all forms of learning, by establishing equivalency frameworks such as frameworks for qualifications that encompass formal, informal and non-formal learning

	7
	2

7

11
	Change sentence to: 7...in ways which are participative, effective, transparent, accountable and equitable. Representation and participation by all stakeholders are indispensable for responsiveness to the needs of all learners, in particular the least powerful, women, indigenous people, migrants, sexual minorities, disables, refugees, internal displaced person, poor people, etc.

Add “women's groups” to the sentence (...involvement of public authorities at all administrative levels, civil society organizations, social partners, womens groups, the private sector...)

Add “women's groups” to the sentence (...to support the constructive and informed involvement of civil society organizations, women´s groups, community and adult learners’ organizations)

	8
	2

6 

11

14

16

18
	Change sentence to: “8.Adult learning and education are a valuable investment which brings social benefits by creating equitable, diverse and sustainable societies with social and gender justice perspective. 

Revise sentence to “(a) implementing the CONFINTEA V agreement to allocate and spend at least 6% of GNP to education”

DELETE the entire sentence: (c) creating incentives to promote new sources of funding, such as from the private sector, NGOs, communities and individuals, without prejudicing the principles of equity and inclusion;

Revise sentence to: “(d) prioritizing investment for women, indigenous people, migrants, sexual minorities, disables, refugees, internal displaced person, poor people, and rural populations in lifelong learning and education.

Add to the sentence: “(e) meet their commitment to filling the financial gaps that prevent the achievement of all EFA Goals, in particular Goals 3 and 4 (youth and adult learning, adult literacy) and theme 4 of the Hamburg Declaration (Adult Learning, gender equality and equity, and the empowerment of  women).

Revise sentence to: (f) increase funds for adult literacy, learning and education in their aid programmes (including debt cancellation and unconditional grants.)



	9
	1

8

14


	Revise sentence to: “9. Inclusive education is fundamental to the achievement of human, social, cultural and economic development. The development of the potential of all people to contribute significantly to living together in harmony and with dignity. There can be no exclusion arising from age, gender, ethnicity, race, language, creed, disability, rurality, sexual identity or orientation, poverty and  displacement through conflict, imprisonment or trafficking. Combating the cumulative effects of multiple disadvantage is of particular importance.

Revise sentence to: “(a) Guaranteeing equitable access to, and participation in, adult learning and education through well-designed targeting activities and programmes...” 

Revise sentence to: “(c) developing materials and teaching and learning methods which recognize and value. The knowledge of  indigenous, rural, women, and local methodologies and mother-tongues in adult learning and education programmes...”

Add “women” to the list of disadvantaged groups cited

	10 
	1

7

10


	Literacy is a right, an essential basic skill and a key competence for active citizenship and for ensuring gender equality and justice in all parts of the world.

Add to the sentence: “Given the magnitude of the literacy challenge it is vital to redouble our efforts to ensure that adult literacy is increased by 50% by 2015 – the benchmark of EFA Goal 4 and theme 4 of the Hamburg Declaration, which is also the aim of the UNLD and LIFE.” 

Add a new paragraph: a.) urgently address the present global situation where more than 450 million women continue to remain illiterate

Change (b.) to (c.) and add the following to the sentence: “(c.) targeting literacy interventions at highly disadvantaged populations,  especially poor and marginalized women to acquire, maintain and improve literacy, numeracy, language, ICT competences and learning to live together;”

Change (c.) to (d.) and add the following: “(d.) launching a vigorous international effort to reduce the persistently high number of adults without literacy skills within the time line agreed upon in EFA, UNLD and LIFE, CEDAW and Beijing Platform for Action.”



	11
	10 
	Add the following phrase to the sentence: “(b) improving training, capacity-building and professionalization of adult educators, including through partnership with higher education institutions and other that work in popular education;”

	12
	8
	Add a new sentence: “(a). collecting data disaggregated by gender and other bases of potential discrimination (e.g. race, ethnicity, class, caste, sexual orientation, gender identity, generation, disability, geographical location, citizenship status, imprisonment, etc.)

Change (a.) to (b.) and revise: “(b.) analysing data and information regularly on participation and progression in adult education programmes to evaluate change over time and to share good practice.”

Add a new item: “(e.) initiating social audits for women literacy programs and their achievements.”


